
A More Light Presbyterian Congregation joyfully 

welcoming people from all walks of life,  

acknowledging the differences of race,   

ethnicity,  sexual orientation, gender identity,  

and disabilities. We celebrate all people  

as children of God.   

  

December 5, 2021 
2nd Sunday of Advent 

 

Gathering for Worship  

reminds us of God’s Holy 

Breath that breathed us to life 

and is an occasion for us to 

share the love of God. 

 

Painting: Father John 

Giuliani, Indigenous Joseph 

and Jesus  

 

Sidenote: Liturgy compiled by 

Blake Spencer using The 

Gospel in Solentiname by 

Ernesto Cardenal  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God Calls Us to Gather 

Welcome and Announcements 

Prelude  O Come, O Come Emmanuel    arr. Ricky Lombardo 
              Roberta Beckler and Sean Ireland—Flute 

A Conversation About Joseph being the Parent of Jesus 

     Jose Chavarria: Jesus wasn’t political. The angel told Joseph clearly: 
Jesus is going to save people from their sins. 

     Marcelino: I don’t agree, Christ was a political liberator who came to 
free us from oppression. Because to free from sins means 
to free people from selfishness, to make people love each 
other. And if people love each other, there’s no more 
oppression. And so Christ came to give us political freedom 
too.  

     Jose Espinosa: If there’s liberation it’s because there is injustice. If 
there’s injustice, it’s because there is sin. Sin or injustice is all 
the same. 

Light the Advent Candles 

Introit  Savior of the Nations, Come                arr. Robert G. Farrell 

Call To Worship 

Liturgist: In the season of Advent we are called to reflect on the 
meaning  of incarnation, God coming alive among us. 

All: If this is the story of liberation, what are we being 
liberated from? 



Liturgist:  The second candle of our journey has been lit. With honesty and 
courage let us reflect on the Advent of liberation. 

Hymn  106 Prepare the Way, O Zion 

Journey of Reconciliation and Healing 

Call to Reconciliation 

Prayer For Reconciliation 

Pastor:  The way to Jerusalem looks suspiciously like Route 40, and the 
pilgrims look suspiciously like you and me. I expected the road to 
be crowded with holy people ….clerics and saints… people who 
have kindness wrinkled in their faces and comfort lingering in their 
voices,  

All:  but this is more like rush hour…Horns blowing, people 
pushing, voices cursing…This is not what I envisioned!   

Pastor: Lead us in the way of justice.  Point us in the way of grace. We sit 
together now in this space in silence listening for wisdom. 

Moment of Silence 

Sung Response 831 I Depend Upon Your Faithfulness  (sing twice)   
 I depend upon your faithfulness.  
 I can journey on, for you are always there.  
 None compares with you, O blessed One; 
 O how great your faithfulness. 

Words of Reconciliation 

  God’s Written and Spoken Word  

Prayer of  illumination 

Hebrew Scripture                  Malachi 3:1-4 

Well, pay attention! I am sending my Messenger to prepare the way for me; 
the One you seek will suddenly come to the Temple, the Messenger of the 
Covenant whom you long for will come, says God Omnipotent. But who can 
endure the day of that Coming? Who can stand firm when that One 
appears? 

That day will be like a smelter’s fire, a launderer’s soap. The One will 
preside as refiner and purifier, purifying the Children of Levi, refining them 
like gold and silver— then they will once again make offerings to YHWH in 
righteousness. Then the offerings of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing 
to YHWH as they were in former days in years long past.  

Small Talk 

New Testament Scripture             Matthew 1: 19-22 

Joseph, Mary’s husband, an upright person unwilling to disgrace her, 
decided to divorce her quietly. This was Joseph’s intention when suddenly 
the angel of God appeared in a dream and said, “Joseph, heir to the House 
of David, don’t be afraid to wed Mary; it is by the Holy Spirit that she has 
conceived this child.  She is to have a son, and you are to name him 
Jesus—’Salvation’ - because he will save the people from their sins.”  All 
this happened to fulfill what God has said through the prophet. 

Sermon    Joseph, the Prophets and the Angel     Rev. Dr. Wm. Blake Spencer 

Hymn 106: This engaging 

Advent text based on Isai-

ah 40:3–5 and Psalm 24:7–

10 has been in use in the 

Church of Sweden for al-

most two hundred years. It 

is set to a version of an 

even older Swedish tune, 

which in turn seems to be 

derived from a German folk 

tune that spread to Scandi-

navia. 

 

 

Prayer for Reconciliation: 

a poem written by Ann 

Weems, Presbyterian poet, 

and writer. Kneeling in Je-

rusalem, p25 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scripture Readings:  

Priests for Equality. The 

Inclusive Bible (p. 2204). 

Sheed & Ward. Kindle Edi-

tion.. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Small Talk—For all those 

young at heart we provide 

a small talk, a brief, infor-

mal re-telling of scripture, 

or explanation of worship 

or aspect of the faith jour-

ney. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Anthem                      Draw Near            by Jonathan Willcocks 

Invitation to the Table 

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving and Words of Institution  

Pastor: Holy is the time and holy is this place and there are holy things 
that must be said. Let us say to one another what our souls 
whisper… 

All: O Holy One, cast your tent among us; come into our ordinary 
 lives and bless the living!  

Sharing of Bread and Cup 

Responding with Alleluia 

Sharing the Peace of Christ 

May the Peace of Christ be with you, and also with you 
(speak these words to one another) 

                Responding to God’s Word 

Hymn 88    O Come, O Come Emmanuel 
            (stanzas 5,6 and 7) 

Affirmation of our Faith: 
We believe that God’s word of love,  

a child born into poverty,  
came to speak hope to the oppressed,  

not tell them to wait patiently.  
Christ came to heal our wounds,  

not to pick at the scabs;  
to wipe our tears,  

not to make us grieve;  
to repair our brokenness,  

to knock down the walls of suspicion and fear,  
and rebuild them into a bridge of love. 

As we draw closer to the celebration of his birth,  
as we long to follow Jesus beyond Bethlehem, 

we proclaim the mystery we call faith. 

Benediction  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Affirmation of Faith—

adapted from prayer by Rev. 

Thom Schuman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 









Chancel 

Flowers   
We are starting to 

take orders for 

anyone who wants 

to honor or 

remember 

someone with 

flowers.  

The cost of the 

arrangement is 

$50 and must be 

pre-paid. Please 

make checks out 

to OHPC with 

Adult Education – Classes offered after worship and 

other scheduled times. 

After Worship Fellowship – Refreshments and 

fellowship following worship (will resume in the 

future) . 

Bible Study—meets at the Church on the 3rd Tuesday of 

each month at 10 am. All are welcome. 

Choir—Leading vocal/instrumental music for worship – 

rehearsal every Thursday at 7 pm. 

Circle of Caring – Members offering acts of care and 

compassion for one another. 

Community Events Hospitality – Planning for dinners 

and other activities – currently forming. 

Earth Care Task Force –Providing education and support 

of the church’s role in environmental stewardship.  

Equal Exchange – Ongoing mission project to support 

small farmers and producers, products for sale 

monthly.  

Heart and Soul – Reflection and conversation, open to 

anyone, meets on the 2nd & 4th Tuesday of each 

month @ 10am at church or Zoom. 

Liturgist – Assist with worship leadership, contact pastor 

if interested. 

Mission & Social Justice – leading the church in mission 

and social justice.  

Mutual Ministry - Offering support and guidance for 

personnel matters. 

New Building Task Force –Working on a plan to remodel 

building.  

Next Church Task Force – Assisting the Session in 

future planning.  

Property and Finance – Caring for the church property 

and finances.  

Sacrament of Communion –Communion celebrated on 

the first Sunday of each month. 

Sacred Stitchers – Sewing with a purpose, schedule to 

be announced. 

Session – Governing council of the congregation served 

THIS WEEK WHO WE ARE -  A GLOSSARY 

Liturgist: Judy Fiocco 

This Sunday 

10:00 -  Worship   -  Roberta Beckler & 
Sean Ireland,  Flutists 

 Equal Exchange on sale 

1:00   -  Atlantic Korean Presbyterian 

 

Liturgists Needed!  

Sign-up sheets will be available for the 
Sunday Liturgist in the back of the 
sanctuary. If you have served in the past, 
please take time to sign up again. If you 
have not served and want to know what 
being a Sunday Liturgist entails, contact 
Blake. 
Thank you to all who have already 
signed up! 



Clerk of Session – Betsy Phillips 

Elder for Spirituality & Care – Alice Groome 

President of the Board of Trustees – Barbara Bennet 

Director of Music – Bob Helsabeck 

Pianist – Heera Ghorashi 

Office Coordinator – Alison Walter 

   

2116 Ocean Heights Avenue 

Egg Harbor Township, NJ 08234 

phone 609 788.0271 

fax 609 788.0279 

www.ohchurch.org  

office@ohchurch.org  

 

Church Office Hours 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday  

9:00 am – 4:00 pm 

Cookie Walk 

This year, Cookie Walk cookies will only be 

available by pre-order with a limit of one container 

per family. There is only one size available and the 

cost is $10. 

A sign up sheet will be in the sanctuary for you to 

pre order or you can email the office at 

office@ohchurch.org to be put on the list.  

Based on the number 

of bakers, we are 

only taking orders for 

a total of 40 

containers and 

bakers are first in line 

for purchases. If we 

are able to prepare 

more than that number, we will have them available 

for sale on a first come, first serve basis on 

December 12th. Class of 2022 Class of 2023 Class of 2024 

 Session  

Sharon Eaton David Prescott Art Farnum 

Stephanie Bense Lorene Gilman Betsy Phillips 

Dianna Lease Barbara Bennet Carol Petters 

Worship Committee News: 

This Advent season we will have a  

church-wide display of Poinsettias.  

We are accepting 

donations of $10.00 

towards the 

purchase of plants 

to honor or 

remember loved 

ones. Please 

contact the office to  

participate. 

 

Ocean Heights Presbyterian Church 

Proud member congregation of the  

Presbyterian Church (USA) 

Ministers: The Entire Congregation 

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Wm. Blake Spencer 

Equal Exchange will be on sale 

today, 12/5.  

  mlp.org 

covnetpres.org 

We are a member church. 

mailto:office@ohchurch.org

